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Calcutta University My young friend the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bardwan, who is deeply interested m education and in all good work, drove with me to the lecture We arrived punctually at the appointed hour, to find that the lecturer, whose cairiage had broken down on the way, had not yet arnved On the landing at the top of the stairs outside the platform door of the hall, I was met by Mr. Barber, an American gentleman, who is secretary of the Young Men's Christian Association. We stopped just inside the door, while Mr. Barber informed me that the lecturer had not arrived, and asked me whethei I would await him on the platform or m the waiting-room Before I could reply, a student, who was seated in the chair next the door on my right, clad in the white chaddar (or shawl) often worn by Bengalis, stepped quietly past Mr Barber and standing in front of me piesented his revolver at my breast
It happened that, at that time, I was engaged m filling up vacancies in the Provincial Service of Bengal, and the thought occurred to rny mind that this might be a student who was taking advantage of this opportunity to press his claims to an appointment I did not notice the revolver Looking him in the face, I asked him what he wanted At the same moment, I heard the click of the falling trigger, which had been pulled without effect, owing to causes afterwards ascertained All the other chambers of the revolver were loaded and exploded readily when tried subsequently by the authorities. Mr. Barber, who was, standing on my right, with great presence of mind seizedwEhe hand of the assassin which contained the revolver. The web of Mr Barber's hand, between the thumb and index finger, cam% undei the trigger, and so prevented the next barrel from exploding.
Simultaneously the Maharajadhiraja, who is a very stalwart man and was standing behind me, suddenly threw one arm round my neck and another round my arms and thus pinioning me turned me round so that his own body came between me and the would-be assassin At my request the Maharajadhiraja released me; but meanwhile the student